
 
STANDING FOR THE TRUTH 
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INTRODUCTION: In 1521, the church reformer Martin Luther was brought before a religious 

council, a Catholic council, in an effort to get him to recant what he had written about the 

sufficiency of Scripture. After a lengthy trial, here is what Luther told the council: 

“Since then your Majesty and your lordships desire a simply reply, I will answer without horns 

and without teeth. Unless I am convicted by Scripture and plain reason—I do not accept the 

authority of popes and councils, they have contradicted each other—my conscience is captive to 

the Word of God. I cannot and I will not recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither 

right nor safe. God help me. Amen1.” 

There is also evidence that the earliest printed version of what happened included the 

words, “Here is stand, cannot do otherwise.” 

 Standing for the truth has always been the hallmark of Christian martyrs through the 

ages. The truth is the Word of God, and anything that deviates from that word is false. When 

the apostle Paul was giving his final instructions to the church at Ephesus he told them, 

 

ACTS 20.28-31 [READ] 

 

The reality of false teachers in the church was a reality in the first century, and is still a 

reality today. False teaching can destroy a church and the only remedy is to root it out and give 

it no place in the church. False teachers infiltrate the church with the sole purpose of leading 

 
1 Roland H. Bainton, Here I Stand: A life of Martin Luther (Nashville: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 1950), 185. 



the church astray from following the Lord and instead to follow a person. Anytime a church is 

asked to follow a person or the teaching of a person instead of the Lord Jesus and His Word, you 

know false teaching is involved. 

 In first century Turkey, the city of Pergamum had a church that was faithful to endure 

through persecution, and God praised them for their endurance. But they also had a problem: 

they were allowing false teaching in the church. The church at Pergamum was not teaching a 

false gospel, but they were allowing false teaching in the church. The Lord rebuked them for 

allowing the false teaching to persist.  

 The lesson for us as we study Pergamum is clear: GOD AND HIS WORD ARE THE 

CHURCH’S STANDARD FOR TRUTH. 

 

[scripture] 

 

I. GOD AND HIS WORD ARE THE STANDARD OF TRUTH (v. 12-13) 

The Lord and the sharp two-edged sword 

Hebrews 4.12 reminds us about the Word of God: 

 

HEB. 4.12: For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and 

piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the 

thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

 



I have heard it explained that the two-edged sword of God’s word cuts one way with 

grace the other with truth. The sword is a picture of the judgment and truth of Jesus as both the 

Word and the power of the word of God. 

PERGAMUM: Pergamum  

PERGAMUM: Remained an important cultural  and political centers of western Turkey from the 

early 3rd century B.C. to the 4th century A.D.2 

 
Pergamum was given over almost entirely to wealth and fashion; the wealthiest of the seven 

churches3. 

 

Pergamum was the center of the worship of four of the most important pagan cults of 

the day. The city held a large library of over 200,000 scrolls and was a center of wealth and 

fashion. Pergamum was also the first city of Asia to receive permission to build a temple 

dedicated to the worship of a living ruler. The proconsul [governor] of the city was granted the 

right of the sword which meant the power to execute at will4. 

 

The church at Pergamum was situation in a large pagan city that no doubt had church 

members who had come out of this culture of wealth and idolatry.  

v. 2 

SATAN’S THRONE: simply a description of the power of false teaching in the city. 

 
2 D.S. Potter, “Pergamum”, The Anchor Bible Dictionary, vol. 5 (New York: Doubleday, 1992), 229. 
3 G. Campbell Morgan, The Letters of Our Lord (London, UK: Pickering and Inglis, Ltd., nd), 43. 
4 Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, The New International Commentary on the New Testament (Grand 
Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1997), 78. 



The church at Pergamum was no doubt like many other churches of the first century in 

that it was experiencing some type of persecution. The church was persevering through the 

persecution even to the point of one of their own named Antipas who was killed for his faith. 

Scholars write that some ancient manuscripts mention Antipas being roasted alive in some type 

of bronze bowl-like structure because of his faith.  

The important point of these first verses is the standard of truth: God and His word. The 

church has been called, and Christians have been called to stand for the truth, to live in the 

truth, and to proclaim the truth. Jesus Himself declared Himself, ‘the truth’ (John 14.6). What 

truth is Jesus? 

1. He is God in the flesh. 

2. He is the personification of the law. 

3. He is the only way to God the Father. 

4. Salvation is only by faith in Him.  

When Jesus was on trial before Pilate, listen to an exchange between Jesus and Pilate: 

 

JOHN 18.37-38: Therefore Pilate said to Him, “So You are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say 

correctly that I am a king. For this I have been born, and this I have come into the world, to 

testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.” Pilate said to Him, “What is 

truth?” And when he had said this, he went out again to the Jews and said to them, “I find no 

guilt in Him.” 

 



For the church, any church, to be effective in standing for the truth, it must know the 

truth and believe in the truth, and that truth is God and His word. 

 

II.  FALSE TEACHERS CAN AFFECT AND INFECT THE CHURCH (vv. 14-15) 

They allowed false teachers 

First, we have to make an important observation: 

Notice in v. 14 the statement: “you have there SOME who hold the teaching of Balaam.” 

Notice in v. 15 the statement: “So you also have SOME who in the same way hold the teaching 

of the Nicolaitans.’ 

In other words, the entire church did not preach a false gospel, but there were some in 

the church that were teaching a false doctrine and, unfortunately, the church was allowing them 

to. 

What was the teaching of Balaam and Balak? Let me read to you what G. Campbell 

Morgan wrote which I believe sums up the problem at Pergamum: 

 

BALAAM AND BALAK: Balak was an unknown king who hired Balaam to curse the 

Hebrews. God warned Balaam not to do it so he refused. But Balak was insistent with gold and 

silver, so Balaam came. On his way, his donkey pressed him against a wall and he began to beat 

the donkey. God enabled the donkey to speak and told Balaam he was saving his life. Balaam 

looked up and an angel of the Lord was standing in the way with a drawn sword. Balaam then 

said he would go back but the angel told him to go on. Three times, instead of cursing Israel, 

Balaam blessed them. He left and Balak was furious. But then later in the Book of Numbers we 



read that apparently the blessing of Balaam on the Hebrews led them to believe they could do 

whatever they wanted and it would be fine because they were children of God. They were 

having immoral relations with Moabites but thought it was fine because of Balaam’s blessing5. 

(Num. 31.18) 

 

Although the entire church was not involved in this false teaching, there were some in 

the church who believed that because they were Christians, they had been forgiven and thus 

could live any way they wanted to. This teaching later became known as ANTINOMIAN, which, 

simply stated, says that your faith covers your conduct, and thus you can live as you please6. 

 

So while the whole church did not believe this teaching, the teaching was nonetheless 

tolerated its existence within the church. 

v. 15 

NICOLAITANS: an unknown sect of false teachers 

The whole point here in these two verses is this: 

In order to guard against false teachers, you have to know the truth. The only antidote to 

false teaching is the Word of God. To tolerate false teaching is to put the entire church at  

risk. False teaching affects the church, and it also infects the church. Even though a church 

might not be preaching a false gospel from the pulpit, to allow false teaching in the church it to 

put the church’s seal of approval on it. 

 
5 Morgan, 50-51. 
6 Morgan, 52. 



One of reasons why false teaching is allowed is the fear of what might happen when we 

confront people about false teaching. Would we rather they leave the church if they get upset, 

or allow them to stay and continue to teach falsely? And how are false teachers identified? 

About the only way is if members of say a Sunday School class begin to question what the 

teacher is teaching, and especially if they either deviate from the Word of God, if they do not 

teach the Word of God, or if they have their own personal interpretation of the Word of God 

that does not square with God’s Word. 

There are some ways to identify a false teacher: 

1. When more emphasis is placed on their teaching than the Word of God. 

2. When they begin to use other materials than the Bible and promote these materials written 

by a certain person above the Bible. 

3. When they refuse to give the Bible a fair hearing about what they are teaching or refuse 

counsel on what they are teaching. 

 

III. GOD REWARDS CHURCHES FOR STANDING FOR THE TRUTH (vv. 16-17) 

v. 16 

For every church that the Lord calls out, five of the seven churches, He tells them to 

REPENT. To REPENT means to return to the Lord, to go back to the point of departure. In the 

case of Pergamum, the point of departure is when they deviated from the Word of God. 

MAKE WAR: in other words, the truth of God’s Word will be held up as the standard and the 

false teachers will be held accountable. And here is the problem: although there were SOME, 

but not all in the church that held to the false teaching, it would be the church as a whole that 



would suffer BECAUSE OF the false teaching. False teaching infects the church with untruths 

about God and His word, and the longer it is allowed to remain the more damage it causes. 

v. 17 

EAR – HEAR: listen up, pay attention 

OVERCOMES: to gain the victory over the false teachers, to root them out and get the false 

teaching out of the church.  

HIDDEN MANNA: a reference to the truth of God’s Word. Could also be a reference to the proper 

and heavenly food of spiritual Israel compared to the unclean food (food sacrificed to idols) 

supplied by the Balaamites7. 

 

WHITE STONE: four possible meanings8: 

1. Given to a man after trial if he was acquitted (acquittal); 

2. Given to the victor in battle (victory); 

3. Given to a man as the token that he was a free man of the city (citizenship); 

4. Broken in half and given as a token of friendship to be joined together later, maybe even 

passed down to generations (friendship). 

 

The WHITE STONE  was awarded to the overcomers at Pergamum which symbolized the triumph 

of their faith9. 

 

 
7 Mounce, 82. 
8 Morgan, 54-55. 
9 Mounce, 83. 



NEW NAME: The new name is a mark of genuine membership in the community of the 

redeemed without which entry into the eternal ‘city of God’ is impossible10. 

 

The overcomer’s new name was new in quality, appropriate to the New Age11 [the kingdom of 

God?]. 

The hidden manna, white stone, and new name are simply references to the rewards of 

faithfulness to God’s Word. Any rewards we might receive are spiritual. The greatest reward is 

to simply hear the Lord tell us, “Well done good and faithful servant; enter into the joy of your 

Lord.” 

That in itself is the best and greatest reward any Christian can receive. 

 

What do we learn from the church at Pergamum: 

 

1. It is easier to live with the truth than to make excuses for a lie. 

2. God’s Word will never lead you astray.  

3. Standing for the truth may not always be easy, but that is the life God rewards and has called 

us to live. 

 
10 Daniel L. Aiken, Revelation, Christ-Centered Exposition (Nashville: B&H Publishing Group, 2016), 65. 
11 Mounce, 83. 


