
Blog post 22-27 
 

WHAT IS IT WORTH TO YOU? 
 

My fruit is better than gold, even pure gold, and my yield better than choicest silver. 
(Prov. 8.19) 

 
 

If you have ever been in my office you would realize something right away: I have a lot of 
books. I have a lot of books because I enjoy reading. I have books that are commentaries on 
scripture, books on preaching, books on theology, and even books about books. Many of the 
books I have I purchased used, others brand new. I even have many books that belonged to my 
dad when he was going to seminary and books he used during his many years as a pastor. I 
treasure the books my dad used because he wrote his name in them, they have a special 
meaning to me because he used them. I also have a collection of his sermon notes, handwritten 
by him.  
 
The books I have and the hand-written sermon notes I have by my dad are not worth much 
monetarily speaking, but they have a sentimental value to me. Their value to me is they could 
never be replaced.  In our lives there may be items we have that have little if any monetary 
value, but are valuable to us because of some family history attached to them.  I have two 
framed photos in my house, one of me and one of my sister when were infants. The frames are 
probably worth more than the pictures because the frames were made during the Civil War. 
 
King Solomon was the wisest and richest man in the world. The writer of 1 Kings wrote this 
about the wealth of Solomon: 
 
1 Kings 10.14: now the weight of gold which came in to Solomon in one year was 666 talents of 
gold. 
 
Here is what that amount of gold means in practical terms: a talent is about seventy-five 
pounds. The yearly amount of gold that came to Solomon would amount to 49,950 pounds. The 
current price of gold as of the writing of this article is $1,750.30 an ounce (www.apmex.com). 
Based on the price of gold in today’s market, Solomon received $1.4 billion in gold each year! 
Needless to say, Solomon had a comfortable lifestyle. And yet Solomon wrote that gaining the 
fruit of wisdom was better than pure gold. Solomon also wrote wisdom’s gain was better than 
gold (Prov. 3.14) and that it is better to get wisdom than gold (Prov. 16.16).  
 
By the standard of what Solomon wrote in several proverbs, imagine if someone came up to 
you with a bar of pure gold and asked, “Would you rather have this gold, or wisdom?” Solomon 
would tell you, “Keep the gold, I’ll take wisdom any day!” 
 
There is much in our lives that we value and treasure and that is fine. There is nothing wrong 
with working and building up a retirement account. But as Solomon discovered, all the money 

http://www.apmex.com/


in the world will never buy you the ability to live a life that pleases God, that takes wisdom. 
Wisdom is knowing how to live God’s way and that is something money cannot buy. What is 
wisdom worth to you? It is worth pursuing for the glory of God. 


