
Blog post 22-10 
Finishing strong 

 
But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, so that I may finish my course and the 
ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God. 

(Acts 20.24) 
 

I have often referred to Acts 20.24 as the mission statement, or life verse of the apostle Paul. 
Paul made this statement at the close of his third mission trip through Greece and southern Turkey. 
Paul, in the seaport of Miletus in southern Turkey, had summoned the leaders of the Ephesian church, 
to encourage them and challenge them before he traveled to Jerusalem. Paul gave them some tough 
news too: “And now, behold, I know that all of you, among whom I went about preaching the kingdom, 
will no longer see my face.” (Acts 20.25) 
 

Paul, according to some scholars, would still be involved in church planting and missions for 
about another ten years, but most of those years would be spent in prison before the Roman Emperor 
Nero would end Paul’s life. 
 

Paul’s one desire was to finish strong. Paul did not want to just finish what God had given him 
to do at Ephesus, Paul was taking the long view. When Paul stated he wanted to, “finish my course”, he 
was referring to finishing strong to the day he would meet Jesus in glory.  
 

Notice how Paul framed his desire: I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself. In 
other words, Paul stated that up to that point in his life, Paul did not consider anything he had done of 
any importance whatsoever. Paul was laser-focused on one goal: to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ 
to the day he died. Paul did not boast about how many churches he had help start, or the number of 
people who were saved through his preaching, or the miracles God had performed through him. Paul 
looked at all of that and simply stated, “All that is nothing compared to my privilege of being able to 
preach the gospel; nothing else matters.” A powerful statement. 
 

How do we understand this statement? Consider for a moment a professional athlete who is 
well known, such as Tom Brady or Tiger Woods. Suppose they had a truck back up to their home, load 
up all their trophies they had won over the years, all the championship rings and jackets and all that 
goes with those wins, load it all up, take it to the city dump, and dump it. They look at the pile of stuff 
and simply say, “All of this is nothing compared to being able to preach the gospel.” Now that is a 
powerful picture! And that is what the apostle Paul did. 
 

God’s desire is that we not just finish, not that we just endure to the end with our faith intact. 
God desires we finish strong, and we can if we understand how to get there. How do we go from 
simply wanting to finish, to finishing strong? It all has to do with the habits of our lives. 
 

What are those habits? Spending time daily in God’s Word, spending time daily in prayer, 
allowing God’s Spirit to guide us, submitting ourselves to the power and presence of the Holy Spirit. 
God grows us in our faith one day at a time, one step of obedience at a time.  
 

Out there somewhere in the future our course will be complete. Out there somewhere will 
come a day when we will meet our Savior face-to-face. When that day comes our goal should not be to 
just finish, but to finish our course strong. 
 


