
Blog post 22-5 
 

But grow . . .  
 

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, 
both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 

(2 Pet. 3.18) 
 

 2 Peter 3.18 is one of my favorite verses of Scripture because it summarizes what it 
means to live the Christian life: growth in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ. Verse 
eighteen is a follow-on to verse seventeen where Peter warns the church to be on their guard 
against, “unprincipled men” which would lead to the church falling from their own 
steadfastness in the faith. Instead of being led astray Peter encouraged them to grow.  
 
 The apostle Paul encouraged the church at Ephesus with this same challenge to spiritual 
growth when he wrote, 
 
But speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even 
Christ. (Eph. 4.15) 
 
 The question remains then, how do we grow and how do we know we are growing? 
Spiritual growth is only possible as we pursue the knowledge of Jesus and an understanding of 
what it means to live the Christian life. It is the presence of the Holy Spirit within us that 
enables us to have spiritual understanding about God’s Word and how to apply it to our lives. It 
is the Holy Spirit that guides us and counsels us as we learn to live God’s Word. Biblical 
knowledge does us no good if we do not apply it to our lives. Knowledge simply for the sake of 
knowledge has no value if we cannot translate that into daily living.  
 
 Growing in grace means we are walking with the Lord daily and we are gaining an 
understanding of how much He loves us and works through us for His glory. None of us are 
worthy of His love and all of us only deserve His punishment. Yet God’s grace, God treating us 
better than we deserve, should drive us to a more humble and loving service for Him. Growing 
in grace means a fuller understanding of God’s grace in our lives. 
 
 Knowledge is only gained as we read His Word, as we study and pray through His Word, 
and then as we take what we learn and apply it to our lives. The knowledge of who God is, of 
who Jesus Christ, and what Jesus accomplished on the cross should absolutely change the way 
we live.   
 
 There are four passages of scripture that speak to true knowledge: Col. 2.2; 3.10; 2 Pet. 
1.3, 8. In each of these passages, true knowledge is linked directly to an understanding of who 
Jesus is. Once we grasp an understanding of the person and work of Jesus, we will begin to 
grow in both the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ.  
 



 The Bible challenges us to walk in the Spirit and to be led by the Spirit. As we walk and 
are led, we are not just to gain knowledge, but grow. 


