
Blog post 21-5 

 
Passing the test 

 
Now it came about after these things, that God tested Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!” 

and he said, “Here I am.” 
(Gen. 22.1) 

 
I am not a good test taker; I never have been. I would always prefer to write a paper 

than to take a test, always. My anxiety would come from studying hard, and then looking at the 
test and my mind going blank as if I had studied the wrong material. Over time I came to 
understand that for instance, with multiple choice (guess?) tests, there are always two wrong 
answers and a choice between two right ones. I had a professor in seminary that would write 
statements as part of his tests. These statements were either true or false. If the statement was 
false, we had to rewrite the statement to a true statement. The problem was, to write the 
correct true statement, you had to get inside the professor’s head, and I was never good at 
that. I could correct a false statement to a true one and still get it wrong because it was not the 
statement the professor was looking for. I have never been a good test taker. 

In Gen. 22.1, Moses wrote that God, “tested” Abraham.  The word ‘tested,’ according to 
The Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, means, “to refine the character of man that he 
might walk more closely in God’s ways.” If you know the story of Gen. 22, God told Abraham to 
take Isaac, Abraham’s only son, and offer him up as a sacrifice to God. Abraham was obedient 
to God’s command even to the point of raising his knife to kill his son, and he had planned to do 
that, when the angel of the Lord stopped Abraham. The angel of the Lord told Abraham, “Do 
not stretch out your hand against the lad, and do nothing to him; for now, I know that you fear 
God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.” (v. 32) 

Would I have passed that test? I am not so sure. God does not play games. God’s whole 
purpose in this extreme test was to test and stress the faith of Abraham. Why? So that 
Abraham’s faith in God would be strengthened. I have heard it said that the faith that cannot be 
tested is the faith that cannot be trusted, and this is true. I do know, based on God’s Word, that 
God wants us to have a strong faith, a stronger faith, and the strongest faith because God 
knows what is over the horizon. We can only see today; God sees the end from the beginning. 
God wants our faith in Him to be strong, to be unwavering, to be rock solid, and the only way 
that is going to happen is if our faith is tested, tested again, and then tested again. God never 
fails in His faithfulness to His children, but does my faith in God and His Word remain strong? 

God tested Abraham and God does and will test us—daily. Abraham passed the test. My 
prayer is that I will, we will too. 
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