
Blog post 21-4 
 

What about faith? 
 

Then he believed in the Lord; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
(Gen. 15.6) 

 
In his commentary on Genesis, Kenneth Matthews wrote, “the substance of faith is 

waiting on God to make good on His promises1.” The writer of Hebrews recorded that faith is 
both assurance and conviction (Heb. 11.1). Gen. 15.6 gives us the biblical picture of faith: taking 
God at His word. In Genesis 21 we read how Abraham finally experienced how God would make 
a great nation from him (Gen. 12.2; 15.5) with the birth of his son Isaac. Abraham took God at 
His word. 

For at least twenty years, Abraham had been clinging to the promise of God about 
making his descendants more numerous than the stars in the sky (Gen. 15.5), but he did not 
know how. It was not until Abraham was visited by the Lord Himself was, he, Abraham, told 
that he and Sarah would have a son (Gen. 18.10).  

Abraham had been told what God was going to do, he had been told how God was going 
to do it, and he had been told when God was going to do it. Abraham’s faith in God to make 
good on His promise never waivered. God’s revelations to Abraham, however, took place over 
several years. What was God doing with Abraham? God was growing Abraham’s faith into the 
answer he was going to receive. 

When it comes to our faith in God and God’s promise to answer, what we often miss is 
not that God is not going to answer, but God may very well be growing our faith into His 
answer. In other words, our walk of faith may have to be stronger before God answers.  

Take for instance the church that prays that God would bless them with many children 
for their children’s ministry. One Sunday, scores of children and their parents show up and 
guess what? The church is not ready for them, and mass chaos ensues because of all the 
children that came one day. The parents with their children may leave and never come back 
because the church was not prepared.  

God growing our faith into His answer may be God’s way of helping us understand there 
are preparations that have to be made before He answers. We can and often do get frustrated 
and impatient with God because we do not see our faith being rewarded. And when we do, God 
is trying to tell us, “When you are ready you will see the answer. But for now, remain faithful 
and let Me prepare you for the answer.” 

 
1 Kenneth A. Matthews, Genesis 11:27 – 50:26, The New American Commentary, vol. 1b (Nashville: Broadman and 
Holman Publishers, 2005), 165. 


