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In the Book of Acts, there is an interesting exchange between the apostle Paul and some
disciples of John the Baptist (Acts 19.1-7). Paul encountered some disciples of John the Baptist.
Paul asked them what to him seemed a very serious question, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit
when you believed?” Something must have taken place to make Paul question whether they had

been filled with the Spirit of God. Notice what their answer was:

ACTS 19.2b, “No, we have not even heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.”

Unfortunately this is where some Christians are today, they either have never been
correctly taught about the Holy Spirit, they have a complete misunderstanding about the Holy
Spirit, or they just don’t care. And maybe the reason they don’t care is because they have never
been taught how important it is to understand the person and work of the Holy Spirit in the life of
the believer.

This primer has been developed through an in-depth six-session discipleship class on the
person and work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer. This primer is simply a snapshot of
the first five sessions. Session six is designed to simply provide feedback on the practical reality
of the Holy Spirit is in the believer’s life based on the previous five sessions. Included at the end
of this primer is a bibliography of the sources used in the development of this study. Hopefully
this primer on the Holy Spirit will give you a better understanding of both the person and work

of the Holy Spirit, and ignite your interest for further study on the Holy Spirit.



I. The PERSON of the Holy Spirit (2 Pet. 1.3)

The Holy Spirit isa PERSON. He is the third person of the Trinity: God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Spirit. Throughout the Bible, the Holy Spirit is always referred to as, “He, Him, or His.”
Because He is a person, the Holy Spirit speaks.

The Holy Spirit has a PERSONALITY. He convicts, gives approval, forbids, leads, intercedes, testifies,

etc. He can also be insulted, resisted, put to the test, received, rejected, and spoken against.

(Scripture references: 2 Sam. 23.2-3; Eze. 11.5; Micah 2.7; Matt. 3.16; 10.20; 12.31-32; 20:28; Mk. 1.10; 13.11; Luke 3.22; John 1.32-33;
14.16-17; 15.26; 16.7-11, 13-14; 20.22; Acts 5.3, 9, 32; 7.51; 8.14, 29; 10.19; 11.12; 13.2, 4; 15.28; 16.6-7; 21.11; 28.25; Rom. 8.16, 27; 1 Cor.
2.10, 13; Eph. 4.30; Col. 1.16; 1 Thes. 5.19; 1 Tim. 4.1; Heb. 3.7; 10.15, 29; 2 Pet. 1.3; 1 John 5.6; Rev. 2.11, 17, 29; 3.6, 13, 22; 14.13; 22.17)

Il. The POWER of the Holy Spirit (Eph. 1.18-19)

The Holy Spirit is not power for us to use, but rather, the power of God that is present within us
for God to work through us.

It is the power of the Holy Spirit that causes change, radical change.

The power of the Holy Spirit SANCTIFIES us, makes us holy.

The power of the Holy Spirit ENABLES us to serve God.

The power of the Holy Spirit PRODUCES spiritual fruit and spiritual work.

(Scripture references: Gen. 1.1; 1 Sam. 10.10; Ps. 51.11; Eze. 2.2; John 15.8; Acts 2.4; 4.33; Rom. 12.6-8; 1 Cor. 12.7-10, 28; Gal. 5.16-18, 22-
23; Eph. 1.18-19; 4.11-12; 1 Pet. 2.9; Jude 14.6)

I11. The PATH of the Holy Spirit, pt. 1

Sessions 3 & 4 were taken from Romans 8. Romans 8 has more references to the Holy Spirit
than any other chapter of any other book in the Bible.
The path of the Holy Spirit is a MINDEUL path. If we want to please God in our lives we have

to allow ourselves to be led by the Holy Spirit.



The path of the Holy Spirit isa MEASURABLE path. It is the presence of the Holy Spirit in the

life of the believer that confirms their salvation.

The path of the Holy Spirit isa MEANINGFUL path. The moment God saves us, He adopts us

into His family of faith, the church.

(Scripture references: Rom. 8.1-17, 23, 26-27; 1 John 4.13)

IV. The PATH of the Holy Spirit, pt. 2

The path of the Holy Spirit isa HOPEFUL path. The hope the Christian has, has nothing to do
with this earth. This hope is about one day being in the presence of God in heaven.
The path of the Holy Spirit is a HELPEUL path. The Spirit of God helps in our weaknesses in

prayer.

The path of the Holy Spirit is a HALLELUJAH path. The believer cannot be separated from the

love of God because we have God, in the person of the Holy Spirit, within us at all times.

(Scripture references: Ps. 44.22; 103.12; Zech. 3.1-2; Rom. 8 18-39)

V. The PRESENCE of the Holy Spirit (Eph. 5.18)

Paul’s command to be filled with the Holy Spirit is a challenge to allow the Holy Spirit to
empower you daily to face the challenges of the day with the wisdom and understanding the
Holy Spirit provides.

The Holy Spirit is our GUARANTEE of eternal life.

The Holy Spirit is our GUARD against foolish living. Paul’s admonition, “do not get drunk with
wine” should be read as, “be filled with the Spirit of God, not alcoholic spirits.”
The Holy Spirit is our GUIDE in daily living. This command is to yield to the illuminating,

convicting, and empowering work of the Holy Spirit.



(Scripture references: Ps. 32.8-9; 40.8; 143.10; Prov. 23.29-35; Rom. 6.4; 8.4, 9; 2 Cor. 5.7; Gal. 5.16, 25; Eph. 1.13-14; 2.10, 18; 3.16; 4.1, 3,
30; 5.2, 8, 15, 18; 1 John 3.24)



SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY
Books

Graham, Billy. The Holy Spirit. Waco, TX: Word Books, 1978.

Harvey, John D. Anointed with the Spirit and Power. Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R Publishing, 2008.

Leavell, Landrum P., Il. The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit. Nashville: Convention Press, 1983.

Murray, Andrew. Experiencing the Holy Spirit. New Kinsington, PA: Whitaker House, 1984.

Packer, J.I. Keep In Step With the Spirit. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2005.

Schaeffer, Francis A. The Finished Work of Christ. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 1998.

Stott, John. Baptism and Fullness. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2021.

Torrey, R.A. The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1974.

Tozier, A.W. Tozier Speaks, vol. one. Camp Hill, PA.: Wing Spread Publishers, 1994.

Vines, Jerry. Spirit Life. Nashville: Broadman and Holman Publishers, 1998.

Wesley, John. The Works of John Wesley, vol. 5 & 6. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House
Company, 1998.

Commentaries

Barnes, Albert. Barnes’ Notes on the New Testament, vol. 10. Grand Rapids: Baker Books,
2005.

Bruce, F.F. The Epistles to the Colossians, to Philemon, and to the Ephesians. The New
International Commentary on the New Testament. Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company, 1984.

----  The Book of the Acts. New International Commentary on the New Testament. Grand
Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1988.

Davenant, John. Colossians, A Geneva Series Commentary. Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth Trust,
20009.

Davids, Peter H. The Letters of 2 Peter and Jude. The Pillar New Testament Commentary. Grand
Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2006.

Dunn, James D.G. The Epistles to the Colossians and to Philemon. New International Greek
Testament Commentary. Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company,
1996.

Leupold, H.C. Exposition of Genesis. Chillicothe, OH: DeWard Publishing Company, Ltd.,
2010.

Matthews, Kenneth A. Genesis 1 — 11:26. The New American Commentary, vol. 1a. Nashville:
Broadman and Holman Publishers, 2002.

Melick, Richard R., Jr. Philippians, Colossians, Philemon. The New American Commentary,
vol. 32. Nashville: Broadman Press, 1991.

Moo, Douglas J. The Letters to the Colossians and to Philemon. The Pillar New Testament
Commentary. Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2008.

O’Brien, Peter T. Colossians, Philemon. Word Biblical Commentary. Waco, TX: Word, Inc.,
1982.

Pao, David. Colossians and Philemon. Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the New
Testament. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2012.

Peterson, David G. The Acts of the Apostles, The Pillar New Testament Commentary. Grand



Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2009.

Phillips, John. Exploring the Psalms, vol. 1. The John Phillips Commentary Series. Grand
Rapids: Kregel Publications, 1988.

Polhill, John B. Acts. The New American Commentary, vol. 26. Nashville: Broadman & Holman
Publishers, 1992.

Sanday, W. and A.C. Headlam. The Epistle To The Romans. The International Critical
Commentary. T&T Clark, Ltd., Edinburgh, Scotland, UK, 1992.

Songer, Harold S., Colossians: Christ Above All. Nashville: Convention Press, 1973.

Thielman, Frank. Romans. Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament.
Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2018.

Reference

20 Centuries of Great Preaching. Vol. VI. Clyde E. Fant, Jr., and William M. Pinson, Jr., ed.
Waco, TX: Word Books, 1971.

Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, third edition. Daniel J. Treier and Walter A. Elwell, ed.
Grand Rapids: Baker Publishing Group, 2017.

Lockyer, Herman. All the Books and Chapters of the Bible. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1966.

The Anchor Bible Dictionary, vol. 3 H-J. New York: Doubleday, 1992,

The Strongest NASB Exhaustive Concordance. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2000.

Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, vol. Il. Gerhard Kittel, ed. Grand Rapids: William
B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1964-76.

Theology

Conner, W. T. Christian Doctrine. Nashville: Broadman Press, 1946.

Erickson, Millard J. Christian Theology, 2" ed. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1998.

Garrett, James Leo, Jr. Systematic Theology: Biblical, Historical, and Evangelical. Vol. 2.
Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1995.

Grudem, Wayne. Systematic Theology. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994,

McGrath, Alister. Christian Theology. Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing, 2007.

Thiessen, Henry Clarence. Lectures in Systematic Theology. Grand Rapids: William B.
Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1979.



